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Planning and Building Control Directorate
Murray House
Mount Havelock
Douglas, Isle of Man
IM1 2SF
planning@gov.im
Dear Sirs
Objection to Planning Application 16/00379/B
Douglas Promenade from Sea Terminal, Loch Promenade and Harris Promenade Douglas Isle of Man  
“Re-construction of the highway and footpaths and the creation of a low speed streetscape on and along Loch and Harris promenades and creation of an area to provide seating, sculpture, lighting, display, screens, bike storage areas, bus shelter and landscaping within Harris Promenade”.
I wish to record my objection to the above application. Please acknowledge receipt of this letter.
NATURE OF INTEREST:
PLEASE DESCRIBE YOUR INTEREST IN/USE OF/CONNECTION WITH THE DOUGLAS BAY HORSE TRAMWAY , DOUGLAS, ISLE OF MAN - FOR EXAMPLE, HOW YOU USE IT, HOW LONG YOU HAVE USED IT, DO OTHER MEMBERS OF YOUR FAMILY USE IT AND WHY YOU THINK IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THE HORSE TRAMWAY  IS NOT REMOVED    
[FOR EXAMPLE: I have been an Isle of Man Resident all my life and I am a regular user of  both the Horse tramway and Promenade.  I use it regularly both by myself and with my family. I take my grandchildren on it and was introduced to it by my grand parents in the 1960’s.  I have been a regular visitor to the IOM since 1950’s enjoying all the tourist amenities but in particular the Horse tramway.  I live in the UK/US/Australia and am a transport enthusiast, I make regular trips to IOM to ride on the Horse Trams which are unique worldwide..   I live on the Island/near the Promenade etc etc etc ] 
[BELOW ARE TYPES OF OBJECTIONS YOU COULD CONSIDER INCLUDING IN YOUR OBJECTION LETTER.  PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CUT AND PASTE IN LINE WITH YOUR OWN INTERESTS BUT PLEASE AMEND AND REWORD AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE TO ENSURE THAT THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECEIVING AS WIDE A RANGE OF OBJECTION LETTERS AS POSSIBLE. IT DOES NOT HAVE TO BE LONG. A FEW LINES WILL DO BUT FOCUS ON PLANNING ISSUES IE IT IS A HERITAGE HORSE TRAMWAY/CONSERVATION AREA/UNIQUE/ ETC
MY OBJECTIONS:
1) Douglas Bay Horse Tramway
There is no provision to run the horse Tramway along Loch Prom from Villa Marina in this Planning Application. I think this is wrong because…
(Some suggestions, you don’t need to use them all or in exactly the same words).
E.g. The Horse Tramway is a Gateway to the Island.   
E.g. Sea Terminal end is important because it is close to main transport links such as ferries, steam railway, buses and also near main shopping centre.
E.g. It is an important link between Sea Terminal and the MER and the Steam Railway.
E.g. Connection with integrated heritage rail network.  –
E.g. Removing tramway makes it less visible and accessible.
E.g. A unique heritage horse tramway within a unique heritage rail network. 
E.g. Horse Tramway must be retained along the whole promenade length as part of an integrated tourist and resident attraction – it has the potential for World Heritage Status. 
E.g. The Horse tramway is an asset to IOM, particularly Heritage and Tourism.
E.g. Attracts many rail enthusiasts worldwide.
Eg. The future of the Douglas Bay Horse Tramway must be secured before        any planning application is considered. The Department of Infrastructure . IOM Government have agreed to operate the DBHT  for the summer season 2016 only. Previously it was operated by Douglas Borough Council (over 100 years).
2) Alteration to a Conservation Area    
E.g. There is no provision in this Planning Application to run horse trams on  Loch Promenade and Harris Promenade. All of Douglas Promenade is designated a conservation area, this includes the Horse Tramway which gives it its special character. This is set out in ‘The Douglas Promenades Conservation Area Order 2002’ Town and Country Planning Act 1991. Removal of a large section of the Horse Tramway on the Promenade directly contravenes this order and will be detrimental to the character of the Conservation area.
3) Consider Entire Promenade, not two halves.

Eg. The entire length of the Promenade is designated a Conservation area, 
this includes the Horse tramway, as set out in ‘The Douglas Promenades 

Conservation Area Order 2002’ Town and Country Planning Act 1991. Any 
planning application that only considers one section of it contravenes the 
Act.
 
E.g. If this first phase is completed, the question arises will there be the funds or the will to complete the remainder of the promenade?  

Where does this leave the horse tramway?
 
4) Loss of Amenity
E.g. The Douglas Bay Horse Tramway is a unique Vintage horse drawn tramway, the only one of its kind in the world and a Vintage Railway unique to the IOM. It  has operated along Douglas Promenade for 140 years. It is a unique amenity in Douglas for locals and visitors to enjoy in the summer months.  The proposals to remove the double horse tram tracks from the road on Loch Promenade and Harris Promenade will have a detrimental effect on this amenity.
5)  Safety Concerns
E.g. The Horse Tramway has a very good safety record, removing it on Harris Promenade and Loch Promenade because of safety concerns with users or traffic is unfounded. DEFA have not produced any safety statistics or risk assessment in their Planning Application.
Yours sincerely
INSERT YOUR NAME
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